
 
MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2020 
 
 

     To either of the Constables of the Town of Stoneham in County of Middlesex, GREETING: 
 
      In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are directed to notify and warn the 
inhabitants of the Town of Stoneham qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Town 
Hall, 35 Central Street, on Saturday, June 27, 2020, at nine o’clock in the forenoon to act on the 
following articles of the warrant: 
 
      Article 1. To choose the following officers: 
 
  One (1) Select Board Members for three (3) years. 
  
  Two (2) School Committee Member for three (3) years. 
 
  One (1) Board of Health Member for three (3) years. 
  
  One (1) Planning Board Member for (5) years. 
  
  One (1) Board of Assessors Member for three (3) years. 
    
  Two (2) Library Trustees for three (3) years. 
  
  One (1) Housing Authority Member for five (5) years. 
  
     For consideration of the following Articles, the meeting shall be adjourned to meet in the Town Hall, 
35 Central Street, at seven o’clock in the evening on Monday, June 29, 2020, in accordance with 
provisions of Article II, section 2-3 of the By-Laws of the Town of Stoneham. 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall Auditorium.  The checklist showed 64 
voters were in attendance at the meeting.  Moderator Craigie started the meeting by making a statement 
in lieu of the typical invocation 
“As we gather here in civil assembly as a community in a tradition older than our Commonwealth itself.  
We come together to make important decisions.  We should therefore remember as we deliberate, let us 
advocate for our position and that we do so not at the expense of others but in the spirit of harmony 
finding common ground.  There is an immense gap in saying I am right and in saying I believe I am 
right. Let us remember we are gathered tonight & each of us are in search of the same hopes and dreams 
for this community Stoneham the town we call home.  Knowing in the end caring for each other as we 
have done during this difficult crisis [COVID-19] is far more important than any differences we have”. 
 
Moderator Craigie led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Then she asked that we remember the following 
employees who have passed this past year with a moment of silence. 
Annamae Arsenault, Charles Greenleaf, John Carroll Jr., Annamae Smith, Ed Fallon, Fernanado Capua, 
Bernard Smith, Kristen Poliziotto and Anne White. .Moderator Craigie then recognized our servicemen 
and women, along with a lengthy list of essential workers who have brought honor, service and comfort 



from caregivers, grocery clerks and funeral directors to doctors and nurses, etc. Mrs Craigie extended 
her thanks to those that helped prepare for the town meeting, especially Town Administrator Dennis 
Sheehan.  She thanked her student mic runners and the adult monitors who volunteered their time. In 
conclusion she welcomed new residents to Stoneham, including her oldest son Adam who recently 
purchased a new home in Stoneham. 
 
Moderator Craigie asked the Town Meeting to allow for Anthony Wilson & Darin Leahy to act as 
Assistant Moderators if needed and they were sworn in as such. 
 
Moderator Craigie opened the meeting with a motion to take Articles 6, 7 and 11 out of order.  
This motion was passed. 
 

Article 6.       To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 18, Board of Appeals, 
Section 18-5. Quorum, by deleting the existing section 18-5 and inserting the following new section 18-5 in 
place thereof, as follows:  

 
Sec. 18-5 Quorum 
A quorum, when acting on an appeal, special permit or variance, shall consist of not less than four members.  In 
accordance with G. L. c. 40A sec. 15, a petition may proceed at the petitioner’s option before a board consisting 
of four members, with the requirement that the granting of the petition would need the unanimous approval of 
the four members. If the petitioner elects instead to proceed before the full board (consisting of all five 
members), upon receipt of a written request to proceed before a full board, the chairman shall reschedule the 
hearing.   The clerk shall notify all abutters and other persons who may have displayed an interest in the matter 
before the board and who have filed their name and address with the clerk, of the time and place of the 
rescheduled hearing. There shall be no additional fee charged to the appellant in the case of a rescheduled 
hearing pursuant to this section.” 
 
or do anything in relation thereto.  
 
       Board of Appeals 
 
Article 7.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 18, Board of Appeals, 
Section 18-24. Reconsideration, by deleting the existing section 18-24 and inserting the following new section 
18-24 in place thereof, as follows: 
 
Sec. 18-24.  Reconsideration.  
No vote will be reconsidered after adjournment of the meeting at which such vote was passed. 
or do anything in relation thereto. 
 
       Board of Appeals 

 
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of 
money to amend the Fiscal Year 2020 departmental budgets approved under Article No. 7 of the May 6, 2019 
Annual Town Meeting, as amended, or do anything in relation thereto. 
 
       Select Board 
 

 
Voted that the town indefinitely postpone Articles 6, 7 & 11. 

 
      Passed per Moderator 



      Articles 6, 7, 11 Indefinitely Postponed 
 
Moderator Craigie asked that some of the articles requiring majority vote be taken as a Consent 
Agenda.  She made the motion and it was voted as follows: 
 

  Voted  that the Town take out of order Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16 17, 18, and 19, and 
that they be “passed by consent” in accordance with the motions shown on the “2020 Stoneham Annual Town 
Meeting Consent Agenda” as made available to Town Meeting attendees. 
 
Article 1. To choose the following officers: 

  One (1) Select Board Member for three (3) years. Shelly MacNeill 
  
  Two (2) School Committee Member for three (3) years. David Maurer & Nicole Nial 
          
  One (1) Board of Health Member for three (3) years.  Carol O’Loughlin 
  
  One (1) Planning Board Member for (5) years.  Terrence Dolan 
  
  One (1) Board of Assessors Member for three (3) years. William Jordan 
    
  Two (2) Library Trustees for three (3) years. Rocco Ciccarello & Jessica Killilea 
  
  One (1) Housing Authority Member for five (5) years. Kevin McLaughlin 
 
   
Article 1. Voted that the Town choose the officers at municipal election as written in the June 29, 2020 

Annual Town Meeting Warrant  

Article 2. To choose all other necessary Town officers for the ensuing year in such a manner as the Town 
may determine.      

Article 2.  Voted that the Town choose necessary Town Officers for Fiscal Year 2021.      

Article 3. To hear reports of Town officers and committees and to act thereon and to choose committees, or 
do anything in relation thereto.        

Article 3. Voted that the Town receive the reports of Town officers and committees. 

Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries of the several elected officers and the Boards of the 
Town for Fiscal Year 2021 as follows: 

  Town Moderator  $200 
  Board of Assessors $1,200 
  Select Board   $3,000 
  Town Clerk  $80,495 
  

 or do anything in relation thereto.  

Article 4. Voted that the Town fix the salaries of the Town Moderator at $200, members of the Board of 
Assessors at $1,200, members of the Select Board at $3,000, and Town Clerk at $80,495. 

 



Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money to the PEG Access 
Enterprise/Special Revenue Fund for the purpose of monitoring compliance of the Town’s cable 
operator(s) with their franchise agreements and providing local cable access services and 
programming for the Town of Stoneham in Fiscal Year 2021, as set forth in the chart below, or do 
anything in relation thereto.   

 

 

 

Article 10.  Voted that the Town appropriate $525,000 for costs of operations of the PEG Access Enterprise 
Fund and to meet said appropriation raise $525,000 from Cable Receipts. 

 

Article 12.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer $200,000 from the Water Enterprise Fund Retained 
Earnings to the account of Current Water Revenue to be used and applied by the Town Administrator to reduce 
the water rate, or do anything in relation thereto.  

                      

Article 12.   Voted that the Town appropriate the sum of $200,000 to be used and applied by the Town 
Administrator to reduce the Fiscal Year 2021 Water Rates, and to meet this appropriation, transfer the said sum 
from the Water Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to the Current Water Revenue Account. 

Article 13.   To see if the Town will vote to transfer $350,000 from the Sewer Enterprise Fund Retained 
Earnings to the account of Current Sewer Revenue to be used and applied by the Town Administrator in the 
reduction of the sewer rate, or do anything in relation thereto.                
  

Article 13. Voted that the Town appropriate the sum of $350,000 to be used and applied by the Town 
Administrator to reduce the Fiscal Year 2021 Sewer Rates, and to meet this appropriation, transfer the said sum 
from the Sewer Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings to the Current Sewer Revenue Account. 

 

Article 15. To see if the town will vote to fix the maximum amount that may be spent during Fiscal Year 2021 
beginning on July 1, 2020 for the revolving funds established in the town by-laws for certain 
departments, boards, committees, agencies or officers in accordance with Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E1/2 [SEE CHART IN JUNE 29, 2020 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
WARRANT, or do anything in relation thereto. 

Article 15. Voted that the town fix the maximum amount that may be spent during Fiscal Year 2021 beginning 
on July 1, 2020 for the revolving funds established by town by-laws for certain departments, 
boards, committees, agencies or officers in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
44, Section 53E1/2 as set forth in the Chart included in the June 29, 2020 Annual Town Meeting 
Warrant.  

 



Article 17.  To see if the Town will vote to accept General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, and establish an 
Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund (OPEB Fund), effective on passage of this 
article, or do anything in relation thereto.    

   

Article 17.   Voted that the Town accept General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, and establish an Other Post-
Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund (OPEB Fund), effective on passage of this article.    

 

Article 18. To see if Town will establish an Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Fund (OPEB Fund) 
Board of Trustees under General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, with not less than five (5) or more 
than thirteen (13) members consisting of at least one person with investment experience, one 
citizen of the Town, one employee of the Town, one retiree of the Town, and one officer of the 
Town, with each member serving for a term of three (3) years, or do anything in relation thereto.  

    

Article 18.  Voted that the Town establish an Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Fund (OPEB Fund) 
Board of Trustees under General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, with not less than five (5) or more 
than thirteen (13) members consisting of at least one person with investment experience, one 
citizen of the Town, one employee of the Town, one retiree of the Town, and one officer of the 
Town, with each member serving for a term of three (3) years. 

 

Article 19. To authorize the Custodian-Trustee/OPEB Fund Board of Trustees of the OPEB Fund established 
under G.L. c. 32B, § 20 to invest monies in the OPEB Fund under the prudent investor rule 
established in G.L. c. 203C, or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

Article 19.   Voted that the Town authorize the Custodian-Trustee/OPEB Fund Board of Trustees of the OPEB 
Fund established under G.L. c. 32B, § 20 to invest monies in the OPEB Fund under the prudent 
investor rule established in G.L. c. 203C. 

        Consent Agenda 
        Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, 19 
        Passed per Moderator 

 
 

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 15, Zoning by-law by 
deleting the existing Sections 4.10.2.4, Section 4.10.3, and 4.10.3.1, and inserting new Sections 4.10.2.4, 
Section 4.10.3, and 4.10.3 in place thereof as follows: 

 
4.10 RECREATION/OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 
 
4.10.2.4 Recreational, cultural, civic and not for profit uses when the land/structures 

are owned by the Town of Stoneham.  
 
4.10.3 Uses Permitted on a Special Permit Granted by the Planning Board and Site 

Plan Approval by the Select Board: (5-5-87, Art. 15) (See Editor’s note 
below) 

 



4.10.3.1 Recreational, cultural, civil and not for profit uses when the land/structures 
are not owned by the Town of Stoneham.  

 
or do anything in relation thereto.     
 
 
      Planning Board 
 
 

Article 5. Voted that the Town amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 15, Zoning by-law by deleting 
the existing Sections 4.10.2.4, Section 4.10.3, and 4.10.3.1, and inserting new Sections 4.10.2.4, Section 4.10.3, 
and 4.10.3[.1] in place thereof as follows: 

 
4.10 RECREATION/OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 
 
4.10.2.4 Recreational, cultural, civic and not for profit uses when the land/structures 

are owned by the Town of Stoneham.  
 
4.10.3 Uses Permitted on a Special Permit Granted by the Planning Board and Site 

Plan Approval by the Select Board: (5-5-87, Art. 15) (See Editor’s note 
below) 

 
4.10.3.1 Recreational, cultural, civic and not for profit uses when the land/structures 

are not owned by the Town of Stoneham.  
 
       ⅔Vote Required 
       ⅔Vote Passed Unanimous 
        
 

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate from taxation or transfer from available 
funds, such sums as may be necessary to defray Town charges for the ensuing year, including debt and 
interest and a reserve fund, or do anything in relation thereto. 

 
       Select Board 
 

Article 8.   
  

A. Voted that the Town raise and appropriate $71,401,224 for a total Operating Budget and to defray the 
expenses of the Town, and for the purposes as Itemized in Exhibit A, to meet said appropriation, transfer 
the sum of $603,000 from Surplus Revenue (Free Cash).  
 

B. Voted that the Town Appropriate $6,203,334 for costs of operations of the Sewer Enterprise Fund as 
itemized in Exhibit A, and to meet said appropriation raise $6,203,334 from Sewer Receipts. 
 

C. Voted that the Town Appropriate $4,368,837 for costs of operations of the Water Enterprise Fund as 
itemized in Exhibit A, and to meet said appropriation raise $4,788,954 from Water Receipts. 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit A 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 



    

  
   



  
     

 
 
       Passed per Moderator 



 
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or borrow 
the sum of $590,500 for the capital projects set forth below, including all incidental and related costs and to 
authorize the Treasurer with the approval of the Select Board, to borrow all or a portion of said sum under the 
applicable provisions of M.G.L. c.  44 or any other enabling authority, or do anything in relation thereto. 
 

 
  

        Select Board 
 
 
Article 9. Voted that the Town appropriate the sum of $590,500 for the capital projects set forth in Article 
9 of the June 29, 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant, and to meet said appropriation, authorize the Town 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, to borrow a sum not to exceed $470,000 for the Capital Projects 
specified in said Article 8, as those expected to be funded by bonding, including all costs incidental and related 
thereto, and to issue bonds and notes therefor under G.L. c.44, Section 7(1) or any other enabling authority, said 
funds to be expended under the general supervision of the Town Administrator and supervision of the department 
head for which the sums have been appropriated, and further that the sum of $80,000 be transferred from Surplus 
Revenue (Free Cash) and $40,500 be transferred from Overlay Surplus to fund the remaining capital projects, 
including all costs incidental and related thereto.  Any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds 
or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such 
bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of project costs approved by this vote in accordance with 
Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such 
costs by a like amount. 

 
 
                

       ⅔Vote Required 
       ⅔Vote Passed per Moderator 
  
 

 
 

Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 2, Administration, 
Article IX, Treasurer and Tax Collector, Sec. 2-60B - Revolving Funds, to establish and authorize a new 
Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund for use by certain town departments, boards, committees, agencies or 
officers under Mass. Gen. L. Chapter 44, Section 53E½ as follows:  
  

Department Amount FY21 Funded Projects (Bonding) Funding Source
Department of Public Works 80,000.00$        Dump Truck VW Grant Match Bonding
Department of Public Works 45,000.00$        Sewer/Drain Line Video Inspection Camera Bonding-Sewer
Department of Public Works 425,000.00$     Pump/Vac Truck Bonding-Sewer
Total 550,000.00        

Department Amount FY21 Funded Projects (Other Sources) Funding Source
GIS/MIS/Assessing 40,500.00$        AssessPro 5.0 Software Upgrade Overlay
Total 40,500.00          

Department Amount FY21 Funded Projects (Bonding) Funding Source
Department of Public Works 80,000.00$        Dump Truck VW Grant Match Bonding
Department of Public Works 45,000.00$        Sewer/Drain Line Video Inspection Camera Bonding-Sewer
Department of Public Works 425,000.00$     Pump/Vac Truck Bonding-Sewer
Total 550,000.00        

Department Amount FY21 Funded Projects (Other Sources) Funding Source
GIS/MIS/Assessing 40,500.00$        AssessPro 5.0 Software Upgrade Overlay
Total 40,500.00          



Sec. 2-60B.   Revolving Fund Bylaw.  

 (e)   Authorized Revolving Funds.   

(6)    Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund.  
  

(a) Fund Name.  There shall be a separate fund called the Prevention and Outreach 
Revolving Fund for the use of the Stoneham Coalition for a Safe and Healthy 
Community.  
 

(b) Revenues.  The Town Accountant shall establish the Prevention and Outreach 
Revolving Fund as a separate account and credit to the fund all of the revenue 
received by the Town from community engagements, programs and donations. 

 
(c) Purposes and Expenditures.  During each fiscal year, the Town may incur liabilities 

against and spend monies from the Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund to cover 
the costs associated with substance use prevention, mental health and treatment 
services.     

 
(d) Fiscal Years. The Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund shall operate for fiscal 

years that begin on or after July 1, 2020.  
 

or do anything in relation thereto.  

       Select Board 

 

Article 14. Voted that the Town amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 2, Administration, Article IX, 
Treasurer and Tax Collector, Sec. 2-60B - Revolving Funds, to establish and authorize a new Prevention and 
Outreach Revolving Fund for use by certain town departments, boards, committees, agencies or officers under 
Mass. Gen. L. Chapter 44, Section 53E½ as follows:  
  

Sec. 2-60B.   Revolving Fund Bylaw.  

 (e)   Authorized Revolving Funds.   

(6)    Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund.  
  

(a) Fund Name.  There shall be a separate fund called the Prevention and Outreach 
Revolving Fund for the use of the Stoneham Coalition for a Safe and Healthy 
Community.  
 

(b) Revenues.  The Town Accountant shall establish the Prevention and Outreach 
Revolving Fund as a separate account and credit to the fund all of the revenue 
received by the Town from community engagements, programs and donations. 

 
(c) Purposes and Expenditures.  During each fiscal year, the Town may incur liabilities 

against and spend monies from the Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund to cover 



the costs associated with substance use prevention, mental health and treatment 
services.     

 
(d) Fiscal Years. The Prevention and Outreach Revolving Fund shall operate for fiscal 

years that begin on or after July 1, 2020.  
 
     Passed Unanimous 

      
Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money to implement certain 
rehabilitation and construction projects under the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority Local Water 
System Assistance Program (LWSAP) and to pay costs incidental and related thereto, and the Town Treasurer, 
with the approval of the Select Board, be authorized to sell from time to time, as the occasion requires, town 
notes, bonds, or other evidence on indebtedness in the amount not to exceed $2,000,000.00 in accordance with 
Chapter 44, Section 7 or 8 of the Mass General Laws or any other enabling authority, and further to accept any 
grants or gifts for these projects, or do anything in relation thereto.   

 
       Select Board  
 

Article 16. Voted that the Town  raise and appropriate a sum of money to implement certain rehabilitation 
and construction projects under the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority Local Water System Assistance 
Program (LWSAP) and to pay costs incidental and related thereto, and the Town Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Select Board, be authorized to sell from time to time, as the occasion requires, town notes, bonds, or other 
evidence on indebtedness in the amount not to exceed $2,000,000.00 in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 7 
or 8 of the Mass General Laws or any other enabling authority, and further to accept any grants or gifts for these 
projects.         

       ⅔Vote Required 
       ⅔Vote Passed Unanimous 
  

Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Administrator to negotiate and execute an 
Alternative On-Bill Credit Purchase agreement to be negotiated by the Select Board and/or Town Administrator 
with the successful proposer of subscribing to a Community Solar project with Clearway Energy Group, or do 
anything in relation thereto. 

      Select Board 
 

Article 20. Voted that the Town authorize the Town Administrator to negotiate and execute an Alternative 
On-Bill Credit Purchase agreement to be negotiated by the Select Board and/or Town Administrator with the 
successful proposer of subscribing to a Community Solar project with Clearway Energy Group, or do anything 
in relation thereto. 
 
        Passed Unanimous 

 
 
Motion to Dissolve 
Meeting Dissolved at 7:51PM 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Maria Sagarino 
Town Clerk 


